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Illinois Social Science
Performance Descriptors

*Performance descriptors are statements of how students can demonstrate the knowledge and skills they acquire. 
The stages F, G, and H performance descriptors are for middle/junior high school.

14.A Understand and explain basic principles of the United States government.

*Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Defi ne the concept of “consent of the 
governed.”

2. Explain the importance of having a writ-
ten constitution for a government.

3. Summarize the main points in consti-
tutional documents (e.g., Declaration 
of Independence, Northwest Ordinance, 
Preamble of the United States Constitu-
tion).

4. Identify the basic similarities and differ-
ences between the Illinois and United 
States Constitutions.

5. Name the courts and judicial offi cials 
established to operate within the local, 
state, and federal governments.

6. Distinguish between the characteristics 
of a limited and unlimited government.

1. Compare and contrast responsibilities 
shared between the state and federal 
governments.

2. Identify the rights and principles of 
limited government found within the 
Declaration of Independence.

3. Classify the type of courts and judicial 
offi cials established to operate within 
the local, state, and federal govern-
ments.

4. Describe the role of the courts in judicial 
review.

1. Evaluate the rights and responsibilities 
of the individual within the family, social 
groups, community, or nation.

2. Categorize programs and services pro-
vided by governments into local, state, 
and federal levels.

3. Compare the similarities and differ-
ences in the state of Illinois and the 
national government’s attempts to protect 
individual rights and still promote the 
common good.

4. Explain the infl uence of the Supreme 
Court and signifi cant court decisions on 
the rights and responsibilities of citizens 
(e.g., defi ning, expanding, and limiting 
individual rights).

5. Analyze the efforts of our court system to 
take into account the rights of both those 
accused of crimes and their victims.

14.B Understand the structures and functions of the political systems of Illinois, the United States and other nations.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Describe the characteristics of a two-
house legislature.

2. Explain the reasons for having the 
system of checks and balances as part 
of the organization of the federal govern-
ment.

3. Defi ne the roles and responsibilities of 
top offi cials in Illinois State government 
(e.g., Governor, Sec. of State).

4. Explain the distributed and shared 
powers of the local, state, and federal 
government.

1. Describe the impact of the federal 
government’s system of checks and bal-
ances (e.g., the results of a presidential 
veto).

2. Analyze historical examples of the sys-
tem of checks and balances according 
to the respective branches of the federal 
government.

3. Compare similarities and differences 
in the powers of the Governor of the 
State of Illinois and the President of the 
United States to resolve confl icts and 
crises.

4. Formulate a conclusion about the use of 
power by state or national governmental 
executives.

5. Describe the organization of the Illinois 
General Assembly.

6. Defi ne “jurisdiction” as it applies to a 
court system.

1. Compare the powers and responsibilities 
of the members of the House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate within the United 
States Congress.

2. Explain the advantages and disadvan-
tages of our federal system’s separation 
of powers.

3. Differentiate among the powers, limita-
tions, and responsibilities of the state 
government of Illinois and the federal 
government.

4. Distinguish between the powers and 
responsibilities of our state and federal 
courts as outlined in our state and na-
tional constitutions.

5. Illustrate the organization of the three 
branches of the state government of 
Illinois.

6. Justify why the Illinois Constitution cannot 
violate the United States Constitution.
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14.C Understand election processes and responsibilities of citizens.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Create a list of ideas that would encour-
age more civic responsibility among 
people.

2. Explain the role of a citizen in choosing 
leaders.

3. Illustrate how people are elected to all 
levels of our government.

4. Analyze historical events involving the 
extension or denial of political and elec-
toral rights of various citizens or groups 
of people.

1. Describe the requirements for can-
didates for local, state, and national 
offi ces.

2. Compare the platforms of two or more 
political parties during an election to 
determine differences.

3. Explain the position on a particular issue 
of a candidate for political offi ce.

1. Describe responsibilities that citizens 
share during an election.

2. Compare/contrast the historical posi-
tions of political parties in elections.

3. Compare historical examples of issues 
in local, state, or national elections af-
fecting the civil rights of various groups.

4. Describe how voting barriers have been 
removed to allow greater participation in 
elections (e.g., common people gaining 
the right to vote, minority voting status).

5. Analyze an example of a government 
denying voting rights to individuals or 
groups.

6. Describe the election process at local, 
state, and national levels (e.g., cam-
paigns, primaries, conventions).

14.D Understand the roles and infl uences of individuals and interest groups in the political systems of Illinois,

the United States and other nations.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Summarize an individual group’s motiva-
tion for participating in the shaping of 
public policy.

2. Analyze actions taken by governments to 
improve lives of people.

3. Analyze ways in which the media is used 
by political parties and interest groups 
to infl uence public opinion.

4. Explain how political parties and interest 
groups affect legislation.

5. Describe an historical event or period in 
which political parties infl uenced public 
policy.

1. Explain the importance of an individual’s 
responsibility to maintain a democratic, 
civil society.

2. Evaluate the benefi ts of highly involved 
citizens to a society.

3. Identify the reasons for public opinion 
polls sponsored by political parties, 
public interest groups, and the media.

4. Describe methods of communication 
that individuals, groups, and the media 
use to present information to the public.

5. Interpret political cartoons in terms 
of captions and images to persuade 
people to accept political positions on 
various issues.

1. Summarize the actions of an individual 
or group’s effort to infl uence current 
public policy in their community, state, 
or nation.

2. Compare and contrast the roles and 
infl uence of various individuals, groups, 
and media in shaping current public 
policy issues in their community, state, 
or nation.

3. Measure political interest or activity in a 
civic or social cause.

4. Predict how technology and social 
change will impact the conduct of politi-
cal parties.
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14.E Understand United States foreign policy as it relates to other nations and international issues.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Identify a political tradition or custom 
that had its origin in another country 
(e.g., representative government).

2. Describe the leadership role of the 
United States in international organiza-
tions (e.g., the United Nations, NATO, 
IMF).

3. Explain the costs and benefi ts of an 
historical treaty the United States has 
signed with another nation or interna-
tional organization.

1. Review the principles the United States 
has traditionally held in joining interna-
tional organizations (e.g., the interests 
and benefi ts of world peace, open trade 
over closed markets).

2. Explain an historical event in which the 
United States played a leading role.

3. Analyze an event or issue that links the 
people of Illinois to another nation (e.g., 
issues or negotiations over trade, im-
migration of ethnic groups).

1. Identify situations in which United 
States diplomacy favors one nation over 
another (e.g., trade, military protection).

2. Compare the interests of the United 
States and other nations in making 
foreign policy decisions (e.g., defense, 
trade, environmental protection, com-
munications).

3. Compare/contrast the ideals and inter-
ests of the United States in participating 
in international organizations.

4. Analyze cases of changing diplomatic 
relations between the United States and 
other people or nations (e.g., changing 
relations with Native American tribes, 
changing relations with the Soviet Union 
during and after World War II).

5. Predict the effects of technology on 
foreign policy decision-making.

14.F Understand the development of United States political ideas and traditions.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Give examples of events where people 
have had to fi ght to win their equality.

2. Illustrate confl icts over the rights and 
freedom of competing individuals or 
groups (e.g., a novel about two families 
from the north and south during the Civil 
War).

3. Compare the arguments of competing 
public interest groups on constitutional 
rights.

1. Provide an argument justifying the need 
for civil rights for citizens of any nation.

2. Summarize the historical development 
of the concept of individual liberty (e.g., 
Colonial America to contemporary politi-
cal interest groups).

3. Analyze the causes and effects of when 
national interests have called for the 
limitation or restriction of civil rights 
(e.g., internment of Japanese Americans 
during World War II).

1. Summarize the historical infl uences on 
the development of political ideas and 
practices as listed in the Declaration of 
Independence, the United States Consti-
tution, the Bill of Rights, and the Illinois 
Constitution.

2. Give examples of how United States 
political ideas and traditions have either 
included or denied additional amend-
ments respecting or extending the rights 
of its citizens.

3. Analyze an infl uential U.S. Supreme 
Court case decision and the impact it 
had in promoting or limiting civil rights.

4. Compare arguments for expanding or 
limiting freedoms and protection for 
citizens outlined in the Bill of Rights.
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15.A Understand how different economic systems operate in the exchange, production, distribution and consumption of goods 

and services.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Defi ne productivity.

2. Demonstrate how productivity increases 
through the use of technology.

3. Demonstrate how education and training 
improve skills and increase productivity.

4. Explain that in a market economy, 
producers make the goods and services 
consumers want.

1. Explain that consumer demand deter-
mines what producers will produce in a 
market economy.

2. Identify the productive resources 
households sell to businesses and the 
payments received for those resources.

3. Identify the goods and services busi-
nesses sell to households and the 
payments received for those goods and 
services.

4. Identify times when students or adults 
are consumers and when students or 
adults are producers.

1. Explain how the price of productive 
resources in a market economy would 
infl uence producer decisions about how, 
how much, and what to produce.

2. Analyze the relationship between pro-
ductivity and wages.

3. Demonstrate the circular fl ow of interac-
tion among households, businesses, and 
government in the economy.

4. Describe the role of fi nancial institutions 
in the economy.

5. Identify the causes of unemployment.

6. Defi ne GDP.

15.B Understand that scarcity necessitates choices by consumers.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Explain that a market exists whenever 
buyers and sellers exchange goods and 
services.

2. Identify examples of people acting as 
consumers and as producers.

3. Illustrate the law of demand.

4. Explain that prices are determined 
through the buying and selling decisions 
made by buyers and sellers.

5. Explain that competition takes place 
when there are many buyers and sellers 
of similar products.

6. Identify markets where there is competi-
tion among sellers.

7. Identify examples of competition among 
buyers.

1. Explain why people are both consumers 
and producers.

2. Identify markets where buyers and 
sellers meet face-to-face and markets 
in which buyers and sellers never meet 
directly.

3. Explain the benefi ts to consumers of 
competition among sellers.

4. Analyze the impact on prices of competi-
tion among buyers.

1. Explain why, as the market price of a 
good or service goes up, the quantity 
demanded by consumers goes down.

2. Determine the market clearing price 
when given data about the supply and 
demand for a product.

3. Predict how the change in price of one 
good or service can lead to changes in 
prices of other goods and services.

4. Explain how prices help allocate 
scarce goods and services in a market 
economy.

5. Explain why shortages and surpluses 
occur in a market economy and provide 
real-world examples of each.
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15.C Understand that scarcity necessitates choices by producers.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Explain how price is an incentive to buy-
ers and sellers.

2. Analyze the effect of price changes on 
buyers and sellers.

3. Explain that there are incentives other 
than price that affect people’s behavior 
in the economy.

4. Provide examples of positive incentives 
(rewards) that affect economic behavior.

5. Provide examples of negative incentives 
(penalties) that affect economic behav-
ior.

6. Defi ne the law of supply.

1. Analyze how changes in price affect 
producer behavior.

2. Identify non-price incentives to which 
people respond in the economy.

3. Explain why people’s response to an 
incentive may vary because of differing 
values.

4. Predict the impact on supply of a good 
or service when non-price determinants 
change (e.g., number of producers; cost 
of production).

1. Provide examples of how changes in 
incentives encourage people to change 
their economic behavior in predictable 
ways.

2. Provide examples of how the same 
incentive will bring about differing 
responses from differing people.

3. Explain why, as the market price of a 
good or service goes up, the quantity 
supplied also goes up.

15.D Understand trade as an exchange of goods or services.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Defi ne imports.

2. Defi ne exports.

3. Provide examples of economic special-
ization.

4. Identify technologies that exist today 
that did not exist in the past (e.g., 10 to 
20 years ago).

1. Identify exports produced in the local 
community or state.

2. Explain why countries benefi t when they 
exchange goods and services.

3. Explain how specialization usually 
increases productivity in an economy.

4. Provide examples of how specializa-
tion increases interdependence among 
consumers and producers.

5. Explain how technological changes have 
led to new and improved products.

6. Explain how people’s incomes refl ect 
choices they have made about educa-
tion, training, skill development, and 
careers.

1. Provide an example of comparative 
advantage in the school or community.

2. Explain why comparative advantage 
leads to specialization and trade.

3. Identify barriers to trade and their 
impact, and explain why nations create 
barriers to trade.

4. Analyze the impact of an increase or de-
crease in imports on jobs and consum-
ers in the U.S.

5. Analyze the impact of an increase or de-
crease in exports on jobs and consum-
ers in the U.S.

6. Identify new technologies over time and 
explain their impact on the economy.
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15.E Understand the impact of government policies and decisions on production and consumption in the economy.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Describe the differences between 
income tax, sales tax, and property tax.

2. Identify what people would give up if 
governments had no power to tax.

3. Identify what goods and services various 
levels of government provide.

4. Identify to which level of government 
certain taxes are paid.

1. Identify laws and government policies 
that protect property rights, enforce 
contracts, and maintain competition.

2. Explain why there is a role for govern-
ment in the economy.

3. Explain how laws and government 
policies affecting the economy have 
changed over time.

1. Identify examples of proportional, 
progressive, and regressive taxes in the 
economy.

2. Evaluate the fairness and effi ciency of 
each kind of tax.

3. Analyze the benefi ts and costs to indi-
viduals and businesses of government 
policies that affect the economy.

4. Identify the main sources of revenue for 
federal and for state governments.

5. Explain how laws and government poli-
cies affecting the economy establish 
rules to help a market economy function 
effectively.

16.A Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Distinguish between the important and 
insignifi cant details contained in an 
historical source.

2. Organize a series of historic maps of a 
region or place into an historical atlas.

3. Place a series of events from the past 
that are listed on a chronology or 
timeline and categorize them according 
to political, economic, environmental, or 
social importance.

4. Identify the times when signifi cant 
events intersected using a series of 
chronologies organized into political, 
economic, environmental, and social 
history.

5. Compare two different interpretations of 
an historical fi gure.

6. Compare the account of an historic 
person or event in a textbook with an ac-
count of the person or event in another 
secondary source.

7. Locate on the World Wide Web multiple 
sources pertaining to a signifi cant his-
toric person or event.

8. Compare the value of primary and sec-
ondary sources.

1. Place events from a chronology on 
multiple tier timelines that are organized 
according to political, economic, envi-
ronmental, and social history.

2. Organize a series of related historical 
events for depiction on a periodization 
chart.

3. Describe life during a specifi c period 
using multiple tier timelines, periodiza-
tion charts, graphs, and charts with data 
organized by category.

4. Provide an example of two different 
interpretations of a signifi cant event.

5. Explain how a signifi cant historical event 
can have many causes.

1. Defi ne the concept of a “watershed” 
event in history.

2. Explain why a primary source may not 
necessarily provide an accurate descrip-
tion of an historical event.

3. Identify the point of view of the author 
as found in a primary source document.

4. Identify any inconsistencies of an author 
as found in a primary source document.

5. Assess the value of posed and candid 
photographs as primary sources.
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16.B Understand the development of signifi cant political events (U.S.).

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Organize a series of political events 
covering the span of American history, 
c1500–present, into a periodization 
chart.

2. Describe both the ideas and actions of 
signifi cant political fi gures, events, or 
processes that affected the formation 
and development of modern political 
parties.

3. Interpret the actions and consequences 
of a signifi cant fi gure in United States 
political history (e.g., Thomas Jefferson, 
Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt).

4. Interpret the causes that led to the 
development of a particular political 
organization or institution (e.g., modern 
political parties, interest groups, Elec-
toral College).

1. Identify the major periods in United 
States political history from colonial to 
contemporary times.

2. Summarize ideas that infl uenced the 
development of representative democ-
racy as refl ected in the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of 
the United States.

3. Describe signifi cant events that fostered 
the development of representative de-
mocracy after the adoption of the United 
States Constitution (e.g., amendments, 
supreme court rulings, legislation).

4. Compare and contrast the contributions 
of individuals or political groups who 
had a signifi cant impact on the course 
of local, state, and national history.

1. Evaluate the consequences of constitu-
tional change and continuity over time.

2. Summarize the signifi cant events that 
occurred during the development of the 
Supreme Court of the United States.

3. Describe the contributions of individuals 
or groups who had a signifi cant impact 
on the course of judicial history.

4. Describe the signifi cant events and con-
tributions of individuals or groups in the 
development of United States diplomatic 
history.

16.C Understand the development of economic systems (U.S.).

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Explain how signifi cant economic events 
in the past have altered individual 
choices and infl uenced Untied States 
history.

2. Summarize the impact of signifi cant 
economic events of earlier periods of 
United States history on contemporary 
economic structure.

3. Evaluate how an individual’s ideas, 
inventions, or entrepreneurship (e.g., 
Thomas Edison, George Washing-
ton Carver, Henry Ford) affected the 
economy then and now.

4. Predict how technological advances 
may affect the United States economic 
system.

5. Analyze how a signifi cant economic 
event (e.g., industrialization, the Great 
Depression, and the rise of computer 
technology) has infl uenced the develop-
ment of the United States economic 
system.

1. Identify the major periods in United 
States economic history from colonial to 
contemporary times.

2. Describe the impact of trade from 
1500–1750 on the political, social, and 
economic lives, and the environment of 
Native Americans and European colo-
nists.

3. Describe how changes in science and 
technology affected the exchange of 
goods and services over time among the 
people in colonial America.

4. Explain how changes in economic activ-
ity during an earlier period infl uenced 
subsequent historical events (e.g., in-
crease in the labor supply and unioniza-
tion, depression and the New Deal).

1. Describe the impact of trade on political, 
social, economic, and environmental 
developments in a place or region of the 
United States, 1865–present.

2. Explain how changes in science and 
technology affected the exchange of 
goods and services, economic institu-
tions, and the movement of people 
among different regions of the United 
States, 1865–present.

3. Explain how entrepreneurs organized 
their businesses and infl uenced govern-
ment to limit competition and maximize 
profi ts.

4. Describe the economic causes of 
confl ict in United States History since 
1865 (e.g., Indian Wars, Civil War, urban 
unrest).

5. Describe signifi cant people, ideas, and 
events in the rise of organized labor from 
1865–1914.
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16.D Understand Illinois, United States and world social history (U.S).

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Predict the impact that a controversial 
fi gure’s ideas on changing social condi-
tions had on contemporary interest 
groups.

2. Analyze the issues of social status and 
social role in the past and present.

3. Describe the changes in family from one 
period to another.

4. Trace the development of a signifi cant 
social institution over time (e.g., Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, NAACP).

1. Describe the changes and continuity in 
various interest groups’ (e.g., workers, 
business persons, politicians) perception 
of social status over time.

2. Compare and contrast family life in the 
early American period with another time 
period.

3. Describe the signifi cance of social fac-
tors such as status, role, customs, tradi-
tions, norms, and values during a turning 
point in United States social history.

4. Analyze the signifi cance of cultural di-
versity in the social history of the United 
States.

1. Analyze the changing roles and status of 
men, women, and children from the co-
lonial period through the 19th Century.

2. Compare the importance of people’s 
customs and traditions during the histor-
ical development of a geographic region 
during the colonial/frontier periods and 
the 19th Century.

3. Describe family life of select groups 
of people during the colonial/frontier 
periods and the 19th Century.

16.E Understand Illinois, United States and world environmental history (U.S.).

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Organize a series of environmental 
events covering the span of American 
history, c1500–present, into a periodiza-
tion chart.

2. Describe how the environmental history 
of a place or region of the United States 
region has changed over time using a 
variety of geographic tools, including an 
historical atlas.

3. Describe how the people of a specifi c 
region of the United States gained con-
trol over rivers or other principal physical 
features of their environment.

4. Describe how the competition between 
or among different groups of people for 
the same land affected the environment. 

5. Assess the effects of a signifi cant inven-
tion or technological innovation on the 
physical and cultural environment on a 
place or region (e.g., plow, automobile, 
power plants).

1. Identify turning points in United States 
environmental history.

2. Describe the development of transporta-
tion and communication networks (e.g., 
river travel, pony express, internet).

3. Explain how the environment affected 
economic and social developments of 
people in a specifi c region of the United 
States (e.g., Jamestown, “Wild West,” 
natural disasters).

4. Explain how the environment affected 
economic and social developments of a 
specifi c cultural group after 1500.

5. Explain how the environment, economy, 
and society can be affected by the 
dependence of a region on a single crop 
or mode of production.

1. Analyze the social, political, and 
economic effects on the abandoned 
environment of a signifi cant migration of 
people from one region to another.

2. Describe the demographic distribution 
of people before and after a signifi cant 
migration in United States history.

3. Describe the effects on the environment 
of the dispersion of European colonists 
in North America after 1500CE.

4. Describe how major migrations have af-
fected the cultural features of cities and 
rural communities in the United States.

5. Assess the effect of the industrial revolu-
tion on the physical environment in the 
United States.

6. Assess the effects on the environment of 
the historic process of suburbanization 
and rural depopulation.

7. Assess the effects of a signifi cant past 
natural environmental disaster on the 
physical and cultural features of the 
landscape of a place or region in the 
United States.
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17.A Locate, describe and explain places, regions and features on the Earth.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Demonstrate understanding of the 
location of various physical and human 
features in Illinois, the United States, 
and the world by sketching a map from 
memory of different features.

2. Interpret aerial photographs or satel-
lite-produced images to locate and 
identify physical and human features 
(e.g., mountain ranges, rivers, vegetation 
regions, cities, dams, reservoirs).

3. Identify, using only a mental map, the 
countries through which a person would 
pass as they travel along a straight line 
route between two major cities (e.g., 
Paris to Moscow, Cairo to Nairobi).

4. Construct a choropleth map that shows 
the spatial distribution of the data (e.g., 
corn production in Illinois).

5. Explain how major countries in the world 
are connected and interrelate (e.g., trade, 
political alliances, humanitarian concerns).

6. Understand how parallels of latitude can 
be used to determine north-south direc-
tion and distance, and how meridians 
of longitude can be used to determine 
east-west direction and distance on a 
map or globe.

1. Compare sketch maps with atlas maps 
to determine the accuracy of physical 
and cultural features (e.g., political/
physical maps of Canada, the United 
States, and Europe).

2. Develop maps and fl owcharts showing 
major patterns of movement of people 
and commodities (e.g., international 
trade in petroleum, countries that pro-
duce and those that consume resources, 
cartograms, population pyramids).

3. Explain the purposes and distinguishing 
characteristics of selected map projec-
tions, globes, aerial photos, and satellite 
images.

4. Demonstrate understanding of the spa-
tial distribution of various phenomena by 
using latitude and longitude to plot data 
on a base map of the United States or 
the world (e.g., location of professional 
sports teams in the U.S. or the world).

1. Translate a mental map into sketch form 
to illustrate relative location of, size 
of, and distances between geographic 
features (e.g., cities, mountains, rivers).

2. Demonstrate understanding of how to 
display spatial information by construct-
ing maps, graphs, diagrams, and charts 
to display spatial information (e.g., 
choropleth maps, climographs, popula-
tion pyramids).

3. Analyze patterns of movement in space 
and time (e.g., hurricane tracks over 
several seasons, the spread of infl uenza 
throughout the world).

4. Describe the location of places using the 
global system of time zones.

5. Demonstrate understanding of world 
time zones by determining the date and 
time in selected cities around the world 
in reference to Springfi eld, Illinois.
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17.B Analyze and explain characteristics and interactions of the Earth’s physical systems.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Identify the causes and nature of chang-
es in environmental stress zones (fragile 
environments) (e.g., the rain forests of 
Brazil, taiga, north slope of Alaska).

2. Describe the physical environment of the 
students’ own region and the physical 
processes that act on it (e.g., weather, 
tectonic forces, wave action, freezing and 
thawing, gravity, soil building processes).

3. Describe ecosystems from local to 
global scales and the difference 
between them using photographs and 
other media as illustrations.

4. Explain how and why ecosystems differ 
from place to place as a consequence 
of differences in soils, climates, and hu-
man and natural disturbances.

1. Explain how Earth-Sun relationships af-
fect Earth’s energy balance (e.g., heating 
of soil and water at different seasons of 
the year, differential heating at different 
latitudes).

2. Identify and describe different climates 
in terms of precipitation and tempera-
ture and the types of plants and animals 
associated with each using pictures, 
maps, and graphs.

3. Analyze maps to determine the relation-
ship among climate, natural vegetation, 
and natural resources.

4. Predict the effects of an extreme weather 
phenomenon on the physical environ-
ment (e.g., a hurricane’s impact on a 
coastal ecosystem).

1. Analyze climographs for selected places 
and suggest reasons for similarities and 
differences in climates.

2. Hypothesize about the future effects of 
the use of technology on Earth’s physical 
systems (e.g., climate, soil, air, water).

3. Analyze the causes and effects of 
changes over time in physical land-
scapes (e.g., forest cover, water distribu-
tion, temperature fl uctuations) as shown 
on maps, graphs, and satellite produced 
images.

4. Predict the potential outcomes of the 
continued movement of Earth’s tectonic 
plates (e.g., continental drift, earth-
quakes, volcanic activity).

17.C Understand relationships between geographic factors and society.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Compare the natural hazards that occur 
in Illinois with those occurring in other 
states to determine their intensity and 
effect on people.

2. Explain the concentrations of urban 
settlement centers with high population 
density using maps of Illinois and the 
United States.

3. Evaluate effects of technological change 
on transportation, communications, 
and resource use in Illinois, the United 
States, and the world.

4. Identify ways that human behavior could 
be changed to solve specifi c environ-
mental problems (e.g., outline a plan to 
reduce litter and stream pollution).

1. Explain the different patterns in popula-
tion density using geographic tools (e.g., 
pyramids, maps).

2. Identify human induced changes in 
landforms, climate, natural vegetation, 
and resources of their local community, 
state of Illinois, nation, and the world.

3. Analyze physical and human environ-
ments in Illinois and the United States 
to determine ways that people adapt to 
and modify their environment.

4. Formulate several hypotheses about 
relationships among resources, 
manufacturing and service industries, 
transportation, and population densities 
in different regions of the United States 
and the world.

5. Predict the effects of an extreme weather 
phenomenon on human populations in 
different regions of the United States 
and the world (e.g., hurricanes, fl ooding, 
tornadoes).

6. Identify social, political, and economic 
factors that attract people to, and repel 
people from, urban centers.

1. Explain the patterns of natural resource 
distribution (e.g., petroleum, timber) in 
various regions of the United States and 
the world.

2. Identify reasons related to the natural 
environment that infl uence the location 
of certain human activities (e.g., corn 
production in Illinois, rice in Southeast 
Asia).

3. Analyze rapidly growing urban centers to 
determine the impact of urban sprawl on 
the physical and human environment.

4. Explain how human induced alterations 
of the environment have resulted in 
human migration (e.g., “Okies” from the 
Dust Bowl to California, the expanding 
Sahara).

5. Rank natural hazards based on the 
degree of impact on people and the 
physical environment (e.g., loss of 
life, destruction of property, economic 
impact, alteration of ecosystems).
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17.D Understand the historical signifi cance of geography.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Explain how technological developments 
have infl uenced the migration of people 
to and within the United States over 
time.

2. Analyze selected historical events to 
determine how they infl uenced the mi-
gration of people throughout the world.

3. Hypothesize about relationships between 
physical features and the occurrence of 
human activities of a particular place 
and how these activities changed over 
the years.

4. Analyze how physical features have both 
posed barriers and provided avenues 
to settlement in Illinois and the United 
States.

1. Describe instances of how places can 
be changed or destroyed as a result of 
natural processes.

2. Describe how humans have adapted 
to environmental changes caused by 
natural processes.

3. Explain how human characteristics of 
a place are infl uenced by acculturation 
(e.g., Spanish culture in Middle and 
South America and the United States 
Southwest, Hindu and Muslim culture in 
Southeast Asia).

4. Explain how an environmental change in 
one part of the world can affect places 
in other parts of the world over periods 
of time.

1. Describe how legacies of the past have 
affected past and present human char-
acteristics of places (e.g., wealth and 
poverty, exploitation, colonialism and 
independence).

2. Explain, in terms of “push-pull” factors, 
the major population movements that 
have occurred in the past and may occur 
among places and regions.

3. Analyze maps of human settlement and 
routes traveled in the past to determine 
the relationship between where people 
lived and their movements.

18.A Compare characteristics of culture as refl ected in language, literature, the arts, traditions and institutions.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Compare and contrast two or more 
cultures in terms of expressions of those 
cultures.

2. Compare a culture with one’s own 
through the use of written, auditory, or 
visual materials.

3. Compare cultural differences/similarities 
from other parts of the world in terms of 
their language, literature, and arts.

4. Explain how social scientists analyze 
expressive culture and social discourse.

5. Identify what cultural relativism means.

6. Give an example of ethnocentrism.

7. Describe culture shock.

1. Describe what is studied within the fi eld 
of anthropology.

2. Describe how a culture is refl ected in 
its art, music, and/or architecture and 
institutions.

3. Explain how technology and the media 
have impacted expressive culture.

4. Analyze examples of patterns within 
literature, art, music, and/or architecture 
being transmitted from place to place.

1. Predict how technology/media will im-
pact culture during the student’s lifetime.

2. Analyze immigration patterns to see how 
American cultures have been shaped.

3. Identify various cultures that have com-
bined to create a larger, multicultural 
American society.

4. Defi ne the concept of the global com-
munity.

5. Draw conclusions about how the media 
creates and/or reinforces societal 
norms.

6. Evaluate the role of the humanities (e.g., 
literature, art, music, architecture) in a 
culture.
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18.B Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Compare and contrast the concepts of 
conformity and deviance.

2. Examine how the media portrays confor-
mity and deviance.

3. Identify examples of how an individual 
internalizes group norms.

4. Compare formal and informal means of 
social control.

5. Analyze the effectiveness of a national 
or local social institution in addressing a 
social problem (e.g., DARE, MADD).

1. Describe what is studied within the fi eld 
of sociology.

2. Describe what is studied within the fi eld 
of psychology.

3. Identify examples of how social, political, 
and economic institutions work together.

4. Analyze the reasons why social institu-
tions change over time.

5. Identify how an individual may infl uence 
institutional or group behavior.

6. Analyze the roles that various public 
and private institutions play as agents of 
socialization (e.g., schools).

1. Describe how interaction among people 
brings about social change (e.g., natives 
and colonizers, Peace Corps volunteers).

2. Explain how changing topics of self and 
groups (e.g., minorities, women, children, 
adolescents) have affected the roles of 
social institutions.

3. Explain how the changing concept of 
social institutions affects groups in so-
ciety (e.g., minorities, women, children, 
adolescents).

4. Describe how such groups as social clubs, 
schools, and churches infl uence the 
preservation and transmission of culture.

18.C Understand how social systems form and develop over time.

Stage F Stage G Stage H

1. Defi ne subsistence strategy.

2. Differentiate among pre-industrial, 
industrial, and postindustrial societies.

3. Describe how the change from hunter-
gatherer to settled society affected 
social roles.

4. Explain how changes in the mode of pro-
duction in a society affect educational, 
governmental, religious, and economic 
institutions.

1. Defi ne the concept of diversity.

2. Assess the impact that commonly held 
beliefs have had on social groups in the 
United States over time.

3. Describe the contributions of signifi cant 
individuals and groups to the common 
belief system of the United States.

4. Describe how citizens and government 
can cooperate or have cooperated to 
solve an important social problem.

5. Predict what social problems will be-
come more pressing in the future.

1. Explain how diverse groups have en-
riched United States culture.

2. Analyze how the ideals of the Founders 
have infl uenced the development of mul-
ticultural society in the United States.

3. Explain the impact of prejudice on the 
operation of United States social, politi-
cal, and economic institutions over time.

4. Defi ne cultural exchange and provide 
examples of cultural exchange between 
two groups.
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