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WEDDING COMPROMISES
N .

Garcia and Cass are newly engaged. As they start planning their wedding, they realize that they have
different ideas about the “perfect wedding.” Although they are both in their late twenties, Garcia has never
been married before. Because he is an only child, his parents look forward to a big wedding with lots of
friends and family present. They think highly of Cass and are eager for their son to have a great start in his
future life with her.

Cass, on the other hand, has been married before. She has two sons, ages four and six. She had a big
church wedding the first time and feels awkward about doing it all again. She doesn’'t want to burden her
parents, expect gifts from the same wedding guests again, or be put down by those who were critical of her
decision to divorce three years ago. She had assumed she and Garcia would have a very simple ceremony,
with only the closest family members present.

Directions: As you think about Cass and Garcia’s situation, write some compromise possibilities for them
in the space below. Include some suggestions for handling the wedding expenses.

IDEAS FOR COMPROMISE
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ARE YOU READY FOR MARRIAGE?
N .

Before deciding to marry, you need to make sure that your expectations about work and family are
compatible with those of your future spouse. These questions will help you clarify your thinking on these
important matters. Write your answers on the lines provided.

1. What level or kind of education do you want for yourself? For your spouse?

2. Would you marry someone who has a menial, minimum-wage job? Why or why not?

3. Do you think a wife should work outside the home? If both a husband and wife have full-time jobs out-
side the home, who should do the housework and the yard work?

4. Do you want children? If so, how many and when?

5. Should a mother with young children work outside the home? Explain your answer.

6. What type of house would you like to have? What level of income will you need in order to afford to buy
and maintain your dream house?

7. What values are most important to you? What kinds of jobs or schedules might conflict with your values?

Focus In

Imagine that you write the weekly “Tie the Knot” column for the local newspaper. On separate paper,
write an “advice column” that answers the following questions:

e Why is it important to know a potential partner’s views on issues prior to marriage?

e What are the implications if you and your partner have very different views?

¢ In general, can differences be resolved through compromise? Why or why not?
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