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New Zealand is a country with a rich history of culture, geography, and wildlife. The very first inhabitants of New Zealand were the Maori. A people of Polynesian descent, the Maori have been living in New Zealand for over 1000 years. In 1642, a Dutch navigator named Abel Tasman sailed up the West Coast of New Zealand. However, Europeans did not “officially” discover New Zealand until 1769 when the British naval captain, James Cook, and his crew claimed New Zealand land as their own.
A formal agreement was signed between the Maori and the European settlers in 1840. This agreement became the Treaty of Waitangi and is known as New Zealand’s founding document. Every February sixth on Waitangi Day, the people of New Zealand celebrate the historical agreement made between the Maori Chiefs and representatives of the British Crown. In 1856, New Zealand became a self-governing British colony and, in 1907, it was made a Dominion. The country did not become fully independent until 1947.
New Zealand is located in the Southern Pacific Ocean. The country is made up of two main islands, the North and South, and several smaller islands. In its entirety, the country is approximately the size of Colorado, and its population is approximately 4 million people. Most of the country’s population is of European descent, but about 15% identify themselves as Maori. Pacific Islanders constitute another important group, and immigrants from Asia are increasing in number. About half of the population lives in the top part of the North Island, where Auckland is the only New Zealand city with a population above 1 million. No matter where you are, however, “The abundance of space in New Zealand gives it a relaxed feel, a mood that is echoed by the warm smiles and laid-back attitudes of its inhabitants” (Durham).
New Zealand’s geography includes the Southern Alps, the volcano region of the North Island, fiords, glaciers, lakes, rainforests, and grassy plains. New Zealand is a place where “snow-capped mountains tower over green fields and burbling streams lead the way to the most spectacular outdoor adventures you have ever known” (Machlay 11). The seasons in New Zealand are opposite of those in the United States. The New Zealand summer is from December through February, and their winter lasts from June to August. 
Agriculture, horticulture, forestry, fisheries, energy, and minerals are the primary natural resources of New Zealand. The country is currently experiencing great economic growth. Besides its more traditional industries, the areas of food processing and engineering, technology, telecommunications, plastics, textiles, plantation forest products, electronics, climbing equipment, and apparel are “all areas to watch” (Coakley 17-18).
New Zealand is known for its exotic wildlife, some of which is not found anywhere else in the world. Although it is famous for the kiwi, a bird with nostrils at the end of its beak, New Zealand has many other unique animals. For instance, the world’s only flightless parrot, the kakapo, lives in New Zealand. Wingless crickets, called weta, forage on the forest floor. Interestingly, aside from bats and marine mammals, New Zealand has no native mammals.
New Zealand is a country of great natural beauty and exotic wildlife. Its rich history, diverse population, and unique culture make it a great country to visit. Its thriving economy also makes it attractive to those who may want to relocate there permanently.
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