Poland’s Prize
Salt is a chemical compound with the formula NaCl. The compound usually includes traces of magnesium chloride (MgCl2), magnesium sulphate (MgSO4), calcium sulphate (CaSO4), potassium chloride (KCl), and magnesium bromide (MgBr2).
Salt is also the foundation for one of the world’s top tourist attractions. The Wieliczka Salt Mine, located in southern Poland near the city of Krakow, has been worked as a source of rock salt since the late 13th century. Salt was the most important commodity in Poland in the Middle Ages, and the mine was controlled by the government. Once a big hole in the ground, the salt mine has become an underground city with lakes, chapels, murals, and a ballroom meticulously carved by miners over the centuries.
The mine consists of over 200 kilometers (approximately 124 miles) of underground passages. More than 2,000 excavation chambers on 9 underground levels extend down to 327 meters (over 1,072 feet) below the surface. The galleries showcase sculpted chandeliers, carved figurines, monuments, and altarpieces. The largest and most impressive of the chapels is the Blessed Kinga. Mass is celebrated in the chapel three times a year, on Blessed Kinga Day (July 24), Miners Day (December 4), and Christmas Day. The Blessed Kinga Chapel is also a magnificent venue for weddings. Concerts, banquets, conferences, balls, and sports events are also celebrated at the mine.
The salt mine is on the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) list of World Class Landmarks of Cultural and Natural Heritage, where it was listed among the top twelve attractions in the world.
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