I WANT TO BE A VETERINARIAN

Introduction


Have you ever wished you could play with a chimpanzee? Or, have you ever thought about what it would be like to touch a crocodile? Well, I have I love to be around animals. When I watch shows on television about exotic animals I wish I could be there, close to the animals, getting to know them, and learning all about them.

My Background


One of my most memorable experiences was when I was in second grade. They brought a llama named Charlie to our school. Charlie’s face was fuzzy and he had big brown eyes. I got to pet Charlie. It was a really neat thing. When I touched Charlie’s nose I felt him blow in my face. Charlie’s owner said that was a llama kiss. I learned that day that llamas are remarkably intelligent, and I knew then that some day I want to own a llama. 
I know it would be a lot of work to take care of a llama. But I still want to do it. I would like to learn about how to care for all kinds of animals. I want to do what I can to keep animals safe, healthy, and happy.


Since I can remember, I have always had a pet. When I was five years old I had a dwarf hamster named Bubbles. When I was six years old I had a turtle and some gold fish. When I turned eight we got a new puppy and I named him Rocky. Rocky is my best friend. We also have two cats, tiger and Sam. I guess you could say our whole family loves animals.


When I was ten years old I was a member of the 4-H Club. For my state fair project I decided to raise a lamb. Before I selected my lamb, I had to learn a lot about the different breeds so I could make a good choice. I named my lamb Lolly. I fed her regularly and I kept the water trough clean. I wieghed Lolly every two weeks and kept a chart to monitor her growth. She weighed 110 pounds when we went to the fair. I groomed Lolly and showed her at the Fair. I was so excited when Lolly and and I won a blue ribbon. All my hard work paid off. I learned about the livestock industry and animal agriculture. I also learned to be responsible.


I talked with our veterinarian Dr. Durocher who owns her own animal clinic. Dr. Durocher said I would make a good veterinarian because I like animals and I like to take care of them. She said I need to study hard to be a veterinarian. She also said it would be a good idea if I volunteer at an animal shelter or a kennel. That way I can learn more about animal needs and how veterinarians help them.

What a Veterinarian Does


Veterinarians protect the health and happiness of animals. They take care of sick and injured animals. Veterinarians help control animal diseases, and they advise owners on how to take care of their pets and livestock.

Veterinarians can be very specialized in their work. For example, they can specialize in pet care or they can specialize in farm animals or exotic animals.

How to Become a Veterinarian


If you want to become a veterinarian, you must go to college. There are several colleges in the United States that will help you prepare to be a veterinarian. Each college has its own requirements, and so does each state. I researched the requirements in the state of XXXXXXX, and here is what I learned.


Since it takes a long time to prepare to be a veterinarian, I wanted to be sure there is a need for veterinarians. Here’s what I learned.
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