THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
By Hallie Thompson
During the War of 1812, Americans knew that the British would likely attack the city of Baltimore. In the summer of 1813, Major George Armistead was the commander at Fort McHenry at the Baltimore harbor. He asked Mary Young Pickersgill to make a flag for the fort. Armistead wanted the flag to be so big that the British would be sure to see it from a distance.
Mary’s 13 year-old daughter Caroline helped her make the flag. They cut 15 stars. Each star was two feet long from point to point. They also cut eight red stripes and seven white stripes. Each stripe was two feet wide. It took them several weeks to make the flag. When they sewed everything together, the flag measured 30 feet by 42 feet. The flag weighed 200 pounds.
Francis Scott Key was 35 years old and he was a well-known and successful lawyer in Georgetown, Maryland. He opposed the War of 1812, but in 1814 he had to get involved. His long-time friend Dr. William Beanes was being held prisoner on a British warship.
On September 3, 1814, Key and a government agent named John S. Skinner boarded a ship that flew a flag of truce. They went to the British warship and negotiated the release of Beanes. On September 7, the British agreed to let Beanes go, but by then Key, Skinner, and Beanes knew too much about the planned attack on the city of Baltimore. So the British held all three Americans as prisoners on the warship while they attacked Baltimore.
On September 13, the three American prisoners watched from the warship as the British battleships fired upon Fort McHenry. They knew it would be difficult for the American soldiers to fight off the British. The battle continued through the night, and they feared the American soldiers would surrender.
When the sun rose the next morning, they saw a big American flag flying over the fort. It was the flag Pickersgill had made. The Americans had survived the battle. 



	
