


The Roman Empire Under Augustus
	Roman power was crumbling and would likely have ended had it not been for two great statesmen: Gaius Julius Caesar and his great-nephew Augustus, also known as Octavian. In 27 B.C., Octavian told the Senate that he had restored the republic. When he offered to give up his job, the Senate gave him several offices. It named him "first citizen" and "Father of the Country". He took for himself the title of Augustus, or revered one. Octavian then became the first Roman emperor, or absolute ruler of an empire.
	Augustus was a clever politician. He held the offices of consul, tribune, high priest, and senator all at the same time. However, he refused to be crowned emperor. Augustus knew that most Romans would not accept one-person rule unless it took the form of a republic.



