TORNADOES

Tornadoes form from severe thunderstorms that involve the rapid upward movement of warm, moist air. Tornadoes are violent, funnel-shaped winds that move in a narrow path over land. A tornado can generate wind speeds faster than 250 mph. (Williams).


Although tornadoes average only 200 meters in diameter and usually last less than ten minutes, they are one of the most destructive types of storms. They tend to occur more often during spring than any other season, but they can occur anytime (Williams).

TROPICAL STORMS AND HURRICANES
Tropical storms begin at the end of the summer when the ocean is warmest. A tropical storm has 39 mph to 73 mph winds. The storm is named when it reaches tropical storm strength. When the winds are 74 mph or higher, the storm is classified as a hurricane.

Sometimes it takes several days for a thunderstorm to develop into a hurricane. Three events must happen before hurricanes form:

1. There must be a continuing evaporation-condensation cycle of warm, humid ocean air.

2. There must be converging winds at the surface with strong winds at higher altitudes.

3. There must be a difference in air pressure between the surface and high altitude (Brain and Freudenrich).

