Recycling Is Big Business

In 1994, Weyerhaeuser Company, one of the world’s largest forest products producers, began building a new paper mill in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, an area of North America not known for its abundant forests. The Cedar River Paper Company is a joint venture between Weyerhaeuser and Midwest Recycling Company and is the largest paper recycling plant in the United States. Even with a lack of local trees, the mill is not hurting for raw material to make paper and corrugated cardboard.

The mill is supplied with old paper, including scrap boxes from K-Mart. K-Mart signed an agreement with Weyerhaeuser in 1992 to have Weyerhaeuser purchase its cardboard. The agreement provides Weyerhaeuser with a supply of paper for its recycled paper plants and solves a waste disposal problem for K-Mart. The fact that a supply of recycled paper can determine where new paper-making factories will be built indicates just how important the recycling business is becoming. Weyerhaeuser is one of the largest companies involved in paper recycling in the United States. It recycles about 6 million metric tons of waste paper each year through about 20 reprocessing plants. Currently, the average recycled content of Weyerhaeuser paper products is 38 percent. Clearly, recycling paper is big business. 

